
11/28/12           The Discriminant



In the quadratic equation                                    ,



                     is called the discriminant.  The 
discriminant tells us about what kind of roots 
(answers) we will have.



•If the discriminant is positive (+) then we will have 
two real distinct roots.

•If it's zero, (0), then we will have 1 real double root.

•If it's negative (-) then we will have 2 imaginary roots.



